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(1) Port hand marks indicate the left 
side of channels when proceeding in the 
Conventional Direction of Buoyage. 
Beacons have green square daymarks, 
while buoys are green can or pillar 
buoys. 

(2) Starboard hand marks indicate 
the right side of channels when pro-
ceeding in the Conventional Direction 
of Buoyage. Beacons have red tri-
angular daymarks, while buoys are red 
nun or pillar buoys. 

(c) Preferred channel marks indicate 
channel junctions or bifurcations and 
may also mark wrecks or obstructions 
which the mariner, after consulting a 
chart to ascertain the location of the 
obstruction relative to the aid, may 
pass on either side. Preferred channel 
marks have red and green horizontal 
bands with the color of the topmost 
band indicating the preferred channel. 
If the topmost band is green, the mark 
serves as a port hand mark for vessels 
following the preferred channel pro-
ceeding in the Conventional Direction 
of Buoyage, and as a starboard hand 
mark for the other channel. Beacons 
would have square daymarks, while 
buoys would be can or pillar buoys. If 
the topmost band is red, the mark 
serves as a starboard hand mark for 
vessels following the preferred channel 
proceeding in the Conventional Direc-
tion of Buoyage, and a port hand mark 
for the other channel. Beacons would 
have triangular daymarks, while buoys 
would be nun or pillar buoys. 

(d) The above color schemes apply to 
IALA Region B. Marks located in the 
IALA Region A exhibit reversed color 
significance: port hand marks will be 
red when following the Conventional 
Direction of Buoyage, and starboard 
hand marks will be green. The meaning 
of daymark and buoy shapes is iden-
tical in both regions. 

(e) Certain marks on the Intracoastal 
Waterway may exhibit reversed lateral 
significance. See § 62.49. 

[CGD 86–031, 52 FR 42640, Nov. 6, 1987, as 
amended by CGD 88–018, 54 FR 48608, Nov. 24, 
1989] 

§ 62.27 Safe water marks. 
Safe water marks indicate that there 

is navigable water all around the mark. 
They are often used to indicate fair-
ways or midchannels, or the seaward 

end of channels. Safe water marks are 
colored with red and white vertical 
stripes. Beacons have an octagonal 
daymark; red and white buoys are 
spherical or display a red spherical 
topmark. 

[CGD 86–031, 52 FR 42640, Nov. 6, 1987, as 
amended by CGD 88–018, 54 FR 48608, Nov. 24, 
1989] 

§ 62.29 Isolated danger marks. 
Isolated danger marks indicate an 

isolated danger which may be passed 
on all sides. As these marks are erected 
or moored on or near dangers, they 
should not be approached closely with-
out special caution. These marks are 
colored black with one or more broad 
horizontal red bands and are equipped 
with a topmark of two black spheres, 
one above the other. 

[CGD 86–031, 52 FR 42640, Nov. 6, 1987, as 
amended by CGD 88–018, 54 FR 48608, Nov. 24, 
1989] 

§ 62.31 Special marks. 
Special marks are not primarily in-

tended to assist safe navigation, but to 
indicate special areas or features re-
ferred to in charts or other nautical 
publications. They may be used, for ex-
ample, to mark anchorages, cable or 
pipeline areas, traffic separation 
schemes, military exercise zones, ocean 
data acquisition systems, etc. Special 
marks are colored solid yellow. 

§ 62.32 Inland waters obstruction 
mark. 

(a) On inland waters designated by 
the Commandant as State waters in ac-
cordance with § 66.05–5 of this chapter 
and on non-navigable internal waters 
of a State which have no defined head 
of navigation, a buoy showing alter-
nate vertical black and white stripes 
may be used to indicate to a vessel op-
erator that an obstruction to naviga-
tion extends from the nearest shore to 
the buoy. 

(b) The black and white buoy’s mean-
ing is ‘‘do not pass between the buoy 
and the shore’’. The number of white 
and black stripes is discretionary, pro-
vided that the white stripes are twice 
the width of the black stripes. Prior to 
December 31, 2003, this aid shall not be 
used on a waterway which has a red 
and white striped obstruction marker 
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